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In a notice on p. 612 will be found a revised statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade having regard to the 
recent transfer to the Board of Trade of the Imperial 
Institute. The main office of the Branch is at present 
at No. 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., with a temporary 
enquiry office at 49, Eastcheap, E.C., the City Branch of 
the Imperial Institute. 


With reference to the notice of the transfer of the 
management of the Imperial Institute to the Board of 
Trade, published on p. 10 of the “ Board of Trade 
‘Journal ” of 1st January, a further statement on p. 573 
of the present number of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
will be found with reference to the City Branch. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
a Trade Report published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and 
a note of reports issued by the Colonial Office during 
the same period, will be found on pp. 608-9. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to “Indian Engineering” of 21st February, tenders 
are invited by the Corporation of Calcutta, and 
Seen will be received by the Vice-Chairman, up to 
sachin ws noon of Tuesday, the 21st April, 1903, for the 
ai supply and erection of sewage pumping plant 

at Ballygunge Pumping Station. 

The general conditions of contract and specification with form 
of tender, and copy of the agreement which the successful tenderer 
shall be required to execute, may be obtained from the Office of 

A 
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the Secretary to the Corporation on payment of a fee of Rs. 5 per 
copy. Any further information regarding this work may be 
obtained from the Office of the Chief Engineer to the Corporation 
at No. 2, Municipal Office Street, Calcutta. 

Tenders should be enclosed in sealed covers, superscribed 
“Tender for pumping machinery,” and addressed to the Vice- 
Chairman of the Corporation, Calcutta. Each tender should be 
accompanied by a certificate to the effect that Rs. 3,000 have been 
deposited in the Municipal Treasury as earnest-money, which shall 
be forfeited if the tender is withdrawn, or if the tenderer, whose 
tender has been accepted, neglects or refuses to sign a contract for 
the above work within a fortnight of the acceptance of his tender. 
(Treasurer's receipt must not be enclosed with the tender.) 

. Both earnest-money and security-deposit required for the due 
and punctual performance of the contract are liable to forfeiture 
in case of default. 

The rates are to be quoted in words as well as in figures. 

The General Committee do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 


The same issue of “Indian Engineering” announces that the 
Tenders for Municipal Committee of Rangoon is prepared to, 
Electric Guyply  Toeive tenders for carrying into effect a license, 
Undertakin to be granted under the Electricity Act, for the 
g. supply of power for all purposes within the 

limits of Rangoon Municipality. 

Copies of the tender form, terms and conditions and plans of the 
city can be obtained'on application te Messrs. Ogilvy, Gillanders 
and Co., 67, Sun Court, Cornhill, E.C., at 51. per set, which will 
be repaid on receipt of a bond fide tender. Applicants can also see 
the draft Electricity Bill and the rules, plans on a large scale of 
the city, &c. 

Tenders for the concession, accompanied by such descriptions, 
specifications, drawings and data as will enable the Committee to 
judge of the relative merits of the schemes, will be received up to 
the first day of July, 1903, addressed, under sealed cover, to the 
President, Municipal Committee, Rangoon, and marked “ Electric.” 

The Municipal Committee does not bind itself to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 


CANADA. 
The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
to - ii “Ad Curator of which Section further particulars 
~* may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A company manufacturing machinery, tools 
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and contractors’ plant wish to get into communication with 

influential Canadian firms in a position to introduce their goods. 
A Lancashire firm of provision merchants ask to be placed in 

communication with a few Canadian shippers of dairy produce. 


Canadian Enquiries.—A Canadian manufacturer desires to be 
placed in communication with United Kingdom importers of chair 
stock and broom handles who would be prepared to contract for 
his tctal output. 

A Nova Scotia manufacturer seeks the addresses of United 
Kingdom buyers of spool wood, also of box shooks. 

A Canadian manufacturing company in close communication 
with machinists, engineers, &c., are anxious to represent a first- 
class British firm manufacturing engineers’ supplies, &c., which 
are in demand by steam users. 

’ Note-—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial! Institute, S.W. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The ‘‘ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 20th February, 
—a contains a notice calling for tenders for the 
supply of hardware for use at the several convict 
Hardware. 
stations and gaols in the colony. Sealed tenders 
will be received at the office of the Controller and Auditor-General, 
Cane Town, until 12 noon on the 17th April, 1903. 

Standard samples of the articles to be supplied can be inspected 
in Cape Town, at the Sample Room, Keerom Street, and persons 
tendering will be presumed to have made themselves acquainted 
with the description and quality of the articles required. 

The “ Gazette,” which contains a list of the articles to be supplied, 
together with other particulars, may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


TRANSVAAL. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Minutes of a 
special meeting of the Johannesburg Town 
Council held the 12th January at 
initia, Satan, which the Tramway Committee of the Council 
wank, Lichtts submitted the report of the Consulting 
nee oe oa Engineers with regard to a system of light, 
Sahannshvice power, and tramways for Johannesburg. The 
Committee made the ‘following recommenda- 

tions which were adopted by the Council, viz. :— 


A2 


= 
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(a) That the Council establish, maintain, and work a system 
of Municipal Electric Tramways in Johannesburg. v 

(6) That the recommendations of the Consulting Engineers’ 
report as to tramways, lighting, and power be adopted. 

A copy of the Minutes of the meeting referred to above, 
including the report of the Consulting Engineers may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


NORWAY. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at 


ety Christiania, notifying that tenders are invited 
Army Equipment. for the supply of the following details of army 


equipment to the Norwegian Army :— 
6,000 metres blue trouser-cloth. 
1,000 metres blue riding breeches cloth. 

20,000 metres ‘‘ Skjorteleerred ” (? shirting, lit. : “ shirt-canvas ”). 

10,000 metres ‘“ Buldan ” (a kind of canvas). 

10,000 pairs boot casings. 

700 pairs rough-riders’ spurs. 

2,000 washing-brushes. 

2,200 spades for portable sappers’ equipment (skansetoi). 
300 sword belts for infantry under-o4icers. 

3,000 glasses for field flasks (bottles). 

Tenders, in sealed envelopes marked ‘ Leverance til Armeen,” 
will be received at “ Generalintendanténs Kontor, Christiania,” up 
to 10 a.m. of Saturday, 21st March. 

Models and conditions may be inspected at the offices of the 
“ Hovedforvalter” and the District Intendants. Samples may be 
had if required. 


DENMARK. 


The ‘“Berlingske Tidendi” of 11th March contains a notice 
inviting tenders for the supply of :— 
Iron, &c. 66,500 kilogs. of bar iron, 
4,000 ,,  ,, angle iron, 

150 iron plates, 

600 plates for smoke-consuming apparatus (“ R¢gbrender- 
plader ”), 

300 foundation plates (‘‘ Underlagsplader ”), 
for the use of the Locomotive Department of the Danish State 
Railways at Aarhus. Tenders must be sent in on a specified form 
to the Office of the Locomotive Department at Aarhus before mid- 
day on 24th March. Forms of tender can be obtained from the 
office referred to. 
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DUTCH GUIANA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 

on Consul at Paramaribo reporting that an Ordi- 
Electric Lighting ance has recently been Published authorising 
the Governor of Dutch Guiana to grant a con- 
cession for the installation of electric light and 
power. ‘The concession is to be for twenty-five years, the lighting 
rates to be revised every five years. 

The town of Paramaribo, it is said, is at present very badly 
lighted with oil, which is very expensive, the retail price being 
from 5s. to 5s. 6d. per tin of four gallons. The population was, on 
the lst January, 1902, about 32,000. 

The Consul adds that up to the present he has not heard of any 
definite application having been made for the concession. 


FRANCE. 


An application has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 
Diniat Deen Branch of the Board of Trade from a sworn 
- Dried Blood ra broker of the Tribunal de Commerce, Marseilles, 
7” through H.B.M. Consul-General at that port, 
for the names of British firms selling crushed bones, dried blood, 
degelatinised bones, and chemical products. Enquiries for further 
information should be made through H.B.M. Consul-General at 
Marseilles. 


and Power 
Concession. 


PORTUGAL. 


The “Diario do Governo” of 11th March contains a notice 

calling for tenders, which will be opened on 
Bridge building. 9th of May next at noon, in the Ministry of 

Public Works, Commerce and Industry, Lisbon, 
for the construction of a metal and stone bridge 180 metres long 
by 6 metres broad, over the Tagus, on the high road between 
Belver and Cano. A provisional deposit of 2,000 milreis, or about 
£333, is required to qualify any tender. 

Particulars as to the contract are given in the “ Diario,” which 
may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 


1 p.m.). 


SPAIN. 


A reference to possible openings for chemical manures, cattle, 
seeds, and agricultural machinery, noted by 
H.M. Consul at Bilbao, will be found at 
p- 575, under the heading “ Agricultural 
Improvements in the Spanish Province of 
Biscay.” 


Chemical Manures, 
Cattle, Seeds, 
Agricultural 

Machinery. 
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SPAIN—continued. 

The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 14th March contains Royal Orders 
authorising the execution by private contract 
Tunnel Work. of the work of boring the tunnels on the 
third division of the first Section of the Aragon 
and Catalufia Canal, the estimate for which work amounts to 
876,734°22 pesetas, or about 26,016/.; also for the construction of 
the Zaidan Canal from its commencement at the end of the first 
Section of the Aragon and Cataluiia Canal to the crossing of the 
Zaragoza to Barcelona railway, the estimate for which work 

amounts to 175,313°65 pesetas, or‘about 5,200. 


The ‘“Gaceta de Madrid” of the 15th March contains a Royal 
Decree, creating with the denomination of 
Port Works. maritime zones three divisions of engineers 

for the study, execution, preservation and 
inspection of port works of general interest to the State, both 
provincial and municipal, and the dredging of estuaries as far as 
they can be navigable, the buoying and service of lighthouses, all 
without prejudice to the duties belonging to the marine authori- 
ties and, in military ports, to the army authorities. 
The full text of the decree, which contains 28 articles, is given 
in the Gaceta. 


The same “Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 

will be received up to the 11th April in the 

Petroleum. office of ‘‘ Puertos y Sejiales Maritimas,” Calle 

de Moratin, 58, Maglrid, and will be opened at 

3 p.m. on the 16th April in the Ministry of Agriculture, Industry, 

Commerce and Public Works, for the supply of petroleum required 

for the lighthouses during the years 1903, 1904, and 1905 at the 

upset price of 598,241°67 pesetas (or about 23,929/.). A pro- 
visional deposit of 1 per cent. is required to qualify any tender. 


The ‘“ Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


ITALY. 

The “Gazzetta Ufficiale” (Rome) of the 10th March contains a 
notice calling for tenders for the supply to the 
Italian Navy of electrical cables and wire of a 
total value of 300,000 lire (about 12,000/.), to 
be delivered to the Royal Arsenals at Spezia, 
Naples, Venice and Taranto. 

Tenders will be opened simultaneously at 11 a.m. on the 
9th April, at the Office of the Minister of. Marine; at the Head- 
quarters of the Controller of Artillery and Arms; and at the 
Directorate-General of Royal Arsenals at Spezia. 


Tenders for 
Electrical Cable 
and Wire. 
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ITALY—continued. 


A deposit of 30,000 lire (about 1,200/.) will be required to 
qualify any tender. 

Particulars of tender, &c. may be obtained at the above- 
mentioned places, as well as at the Technical Office of the Navy at 
Genoa and the principal Chambers of Commerce in Italy. 


‘The “Gazzetta Ufficiale” of the 11th March contains a notice 

calling for tenders for the supply to the Italian 

sie roe navy of brass bolts of a total value of 48,000 

; lire (about 1,9201.), to be delivered to the 

Royal Arsenals at Spezia, Naples, Venice, and Taranto, and the 
Royal Dockyard at Castellamare. 

Tenders will be received up to 11 a.m. of the 7th April at the 
Directorates-General of the Royal Arsenals at Spezia and Naples. 

A deposit of 4,800 lire (about 192/.} will be required to qualify 
any tender. 

Particulars of tender, &c., may be obtained at the office of the 
Minister of Marine, Rome, at the Royal Arsenals at Naples, 
Spezia, Venice, and Taranto, at the technical offices of the navy 
at Genoa and Terni, and at the principal Chambers of Commerce 
in Italy. 


The “ Gazzetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


MEXICO. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of 16th February contains particulars of a 
Machi f contract between the Government and Messrs. 
tg "4 H. W. Moran and J. Emilio Meyer for the 
Weta on establishment in the republic of the lithographic 
Preparing Litho: stone industry. The concessionaires are au- 
graphic Stone. thorised to make explorations and excavations 
in national lands, and have the right to import machinery for their 
factory free of duty. They have to expend 100,000 dollars as a 
minimum upon the factory, and have to pay 1,000 dollars annually 
into the Treasury for inspectors’ fees and charges. ‘The full condi- 
tions of the contract are stated in the “ Diario.” 


The “Diario Oficial” of 19th February contains a copy of a 
Rail contract between the Government and the 
way Central Mexican Railway Company for the 
waiaginte. construction and working for 99 years, on 


terms as to freight and passengers stated in the “ Diario,” of a 
branch line from the Ocotlan Station of the Guadalajara division 
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to the City of Atotonilco el Alto. The Company has to pay 
50 dollars a month to the State during the term of the concession 
towards the fund for railway inspection, and has the right to 
import the materials referred to in Article 74 of the General 
Railway Law, which may be necessary for the construction of the 
Branch, free of duty. 

The “ Diarios ” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


FRANCE. 
With reference to the notice published on p. 347 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for the 19th February, a 


despatch has been received at the 
ectahition a Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, trans- 
Sesion mitting a programme and plan of the industrial 


exhibition to be held in Rheims in May next. 

The programme and plan referred to above may be seen on 
application at tne Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
ot Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
According to the “ Bulletin Commercial” of the 7th March, the 
Sitaliattvest industrial association of Lower Austria proposes 
Exhibition to organise, in the spring of 1904, an inter- 
f Brewi g national exhibition of the fermenting industries 
an (brewing, malting, starch and vinegar manu- 
t vis facture, &c.), as well as of the technical 
icra wen applications of alcohol. This exhibition is 
subsidised by the Austrian Minister of Commerce. 
Applications should be addressed, not later than the 30th 
September, 1903, to the ‘“ Nieder dsterreichischer Gewerbverein, 
Eschenbachgasse, 11, Vienna.” 


ARGENTINA. 

A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 
Dieeiiaitieel the Argentine Consul-General in London, to 
E enon of the effect that the Argentine Rural Society 

r invites exhibits from “Great Britain at the 

Machinery mr ‘International Exhibition of Machinery and 

— * Implements of the Dairy Industries” which 
vee Dairy — will be held in Buenos Aires from 15th to the 
ae. 23rd September next. 
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Manufacturers or their agents can exhibit all classes of articles 
connected with the dairy, cheese, and allied industries. Applica- 
tions for space should be addressed to the President of the 
Argentine Rural Society, 833, Cangatlo, Buenos Aires, and will be 
received up to the Ist May 1903. 

Programmes and full particulars of the Exhibition may be 
obtained from the Consulate General of the Argentine Republic, 
3, Budge Row, E.C., or at any of the Argentine Consulates in the 
United Kingdom. 


In connection with the above noted exhibition, the Board of 
Trade have received from the Argentine Rural Society at Buenos 
Aires a copy of a special number of the ‘‘ Annals of the Argentine 
Rural Society,” dedicated to the Live-stock Show of September 
last. ‘This work, which gives a descriptive account of the last 
exhibition of live-stock and dairy products held under tha auspices 
of the Society, and also contains an account of the progress of the 
Argentine butter industry, may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH OF THE 
BOARD OF TRADE. 
City Office. 

The question of a City office for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of ‘Trade (which is now located at 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W.) is receiving the attention of the Board; and 
pending its establishment verbal enquiries on commercial matters 
may be addressed to the Branch through the temporary Enquiry 
Office established in 49, Hastcheap, E.C., the City Otfice of the 
Imperial Institute, which has been transferred to the management 
of the Board of Trade. 

Attention is directed to the fact that trade representatives of 
India, and of certain Colonies which are named below, cau be 
consulted at the City Office of the Imperial Institute Jon matters 
relative to the trade of the respective countries. 

A Representative for India attends on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings. 

A Representative for the Dominion of Canada attends daily by 
appointment. 

, A Representative for Queensland atte.ds daily iron 10 a.m. to 

ithe Commercial Agency for New South Wales is o en daily 

from 10 a.m, to 5 p.m. 
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POSSESSIONS. 


The following summary table has been prepared, showing the 
total imports and exports of the principal countries for which 
the particulars can be given up to December, 1902, inclusive, and 
referring in all cases to the same period, viz., the twelve months 
January to December. The corresponding figures for 1901 and 
1900 are added for comparison :— 


Imports. Exports (Domestic). as 
Twelve Months ended December. | Twelve Months ended December, 


1900. 1901. 1902. 1900, 1901. 1902. 


£ £ £ £ £ £ 
Germany 
Belgium* 85,874,000! 85,947,000] 91,043,000| 74,267,000] 70,458,000 74,293,000 
France .., 


Spain* ... 34,770,000] 33,194,000] 31,939,000] 29,309,000] 27,381,000) 29,495,000 
Austria-Hun 70,682,000| 68,860,000| 71,824,000] 80,917,000] 78,561,000} 79,688,000 
Egypt ... ...| 14,480,000 15,642,000] 15,200,000] 17,204,000] 16,140,000] 18,075,000 

United States 
Japan ... ...| 29,057,000] 25,937,000] 27,550,000] 19,651,000] 25,586,000) 26,188,000 

British India ...| 48,005,000 55,429,000] 52,930,000] 68,246,000] 77,415,000, 81,482,000 
Canada... _...| 36,021,000! 38,761,700| 42,847,300] 34,929,200] 38,084,800} 43,281,800 


United Kingdom 


* Value of principal articles only. 


In the case of Germany, Belgium; France, Austria-Hungary, 
Japan, and Canada, the import figures given in the above summary 
represent imports for home consumption only. In all cases the : 
export figures represent exports of domestic produce. 


A comparison of the total figures for one month ended 31st 
January is possible for four countries, as follow, viz. :— 


Imports. Exports (Domestic). 
One Month ended January. One Month ended January. 
1901. 1902. 1903. 1901. 1902. 1903. 


£ £ £ £ £ £ 
Belgium* __...| 5,931,000] 7,040,000] 7,039,000] 4,583,000] 4,810,000] 5,188,000 
France ... _...| 14,724,000] 13,159,000] 14,213,000) 10,863,000, 11,827,000] 13,186,000 
United States ...| 14,439,000] 16,487,000] 17,731,000) 27,787,000) 26,328,000] 27,416,000 
United Kingdom} 45,987,516] 50,142,348] 46,226,515) 24,753,531| 24,269,174] 24,903,636 


* Value of principal articles only. 
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The latest figures available as regards other countries from 
which returns are received by the Board of Trade, are as follow :— 


Imports, Exports (Domestic). 


1900. 1901. 1902, 1900. 1901. 1902. 


£ £ £ £ £ £ 

Russia (10 mths.) 51,439,000| 46,972,000| 45,709,000] 60,161,000| 63,539,000| 72,466,000 
Portugal (11 ,, 12,398,000) 12,090,000] 11,382,000] 6,447,0U0| 5,815,000] 5,915,000 

Italy (11 )| 61,664,000] 62,986,000] 66,697,000| 48,318,000] 50,020,000 52,073,000 
Mexico (10 ,, 10,778,000) 10,193,000] 11,681,000] 13,506,800] 12,101,100) 14,029,600 


For detailed particulars regarding the trade of the several 
countries, reference should be made to the “ Accounts relating to 
the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions,” (54/1903), including figures received up to 28th 
February, published by Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode at 44d. 


AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENTS iN THE nreearn 
PROVINCE OF BISCAY. 


Opening for Live Stock, Fertilisers, Seeds, and Implements. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul at Bilbao reporting that towards the close of last 
year the ‘ Diputacion Provincial” or County Council, of Biscay, 
formed a Consultative Committee on Agriculture whose object is to 
encourage the employment of artificial manures, the introduction 
of modern machinery and farming implements, and the improve- 
ment of seeds, plants and live stock. 

A model farm has been established at Durango, where various 
experiments have been made and the results communicated to the 
different municipalities throughout the Province, who are in their 
turn asked to recommend to local farmers the use of such samples 
as have been found most suitable, and to collect orders for their 
supply at cost price. As soon as sufficient orders are transmitted 
to the “ Direccion del Servicio Agricola” at the ‘“ Diputacion” in 
Bilbao, the quantity required is advertised for in the Gazette. 

The results of the system, since it came into operation in 
November last, are said to be promising, the distributions amount- 
ing to 400 tons of chemical manure, 15,000 kilogs. (15 tons) 
of seeds and 200,000 plants and trees of various kinds. Five other 
model farms are being established and a depot will probably be 
formed in Bilbao. 
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The soil of the Biscay provinces is poor in phosphoric acid, and 
excellent results are obtained from the use of super phosphates, 
and from the scoria drawn from furnaces working phosphoric ores. 

An increasing demand for nitrate of soda must also be looked 
for. It is proposed to form a syndicate in the three Basque 
Provinces for the acquisition of these products. 

The Committee of the “‘Diputacion” will be glad to receive offers 
from breeders of Yorkshire pigs and Durham cattle, and also 
samples and prices of early rose, and magnum bonum potatoes (of 
which 12,000 kilogs. (12 tons) have been already acquired), seeds 
of different sorts, wheat such as the hallet and other varieties, roots 
for cattle, and vegetables of various kinds. 

In machinery there is an opening for ploughs (the Bravant 
double type), harrows, root slicers, hand thrashers and cultivators. 
Communications should be addressed to the ‘‘Direccion del 
Servicio Agricola,” Diputacion de Vizcaya, Bilbao. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE—(continued). 


The following further list of the resolutions carried or rejected 
at the Forty-third Annual Meeting of the Association of Chambers 
of Commerce of the United Kingdom, held on the 3rd, 4th and 
5th March, is in continuation of that published on pp. 534—8 of 
last week’s issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 

Trade Marks (London). 

“That this Association reaffirms the following resolution 
passed at its Annual Meeting in March, 1902, viz., ‘That this 
Association resolves that the Board of Trade be requested to grant 
facilities for a full enquiry into the unsatisfactory working of the 
present law with a view to adequate legislation thereon.’ ” 

Carried unanimously. 

Metric System and Decimal Coinage (Manchester). 

“This Association having appointed a special Committee to 
consider in what way the Metric System can be adapted to British 
traditional usages, earnestly commends to the attention of His 
Majesty’s Government the following conclusions submitted by the 
Committee and unanimously accepted at the last Annual Meeting 
of the Association :— 

“1, That after considering various suggestions, this Committee 
is unanimously of opinion that the Chambers should unite in 
urging upon the Government the compulsory adoption of the 
Metrical System of Weights and Measures, leaving matters of 
detail to be considered later. 


4 
4 
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“2, That the Committee is unanimously of opinion that a British 
Decimal System of Coinage must be on the basis of retaining the 
sovereign, with the florin as a unit—divided into a hundred cents 
or farthings. 

“3. The Committee recommends that there should be nickel 
coins of 5 and 10 cents, and bronze coins of 1, 2, and 4 cents or 
farthings. 

“ Considering the universally acknowleged necessity of a thorough 
amendment of the present system of weights and measures, the 
Association is convinced that further delay in the work of reform 
would be seriously detrimental to the commercial and industrial 
interests of the United Kingdom. It is therefore resolved that 
the Executive Council be requested to place the foregoing views of 
this Association before the Prime Minister by deputation.” 

1. Carried. 2 and 3. Rejected. 


Tare Limit of Motor Waggons (Liverpool). 

“That this Association is of opinion that in order to meet the 
urgent wants of the commercial, trading and agricultural com- 
munities of the country in the matter of facilitating the carriage 
of merchandise and agricultural produce in Motor Waggons, the 
Tare Limit now fixed for such vehicles should be raised without 
delay, in accordance with the representations already made by 
this Association and others, to the President of the Local 
Government Board; and, further, owing to the importance of 
the interests concerned, this Association recommends that a 
deputation should be appointed to wait upon the President of 
the Local Government Board with a request that he will take the 
steps necessary to give effect to the recommendations contained 
in the first part of this resolution.” 

Carried. 

Rating of Machinery (Derby). 

“That the Executive Council be requested to press the Govern- 
ment to afford facilities for the passing of the Rating of Machinery 
Bill during this session, especially in view of the recent decision of 
Parliament with reference to this question as affecting Scotland. 
That the Council be requested to at once send an official communi- 
cation to all Chambers of Commerce, asking them during the 
ensuing week to communicate with the representatives of their 
districts in Parliament, with a view to their supporting the fore- 
going suggestion and voting for the second reading of the Bill on 
March 20th.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Mortgages of Mills (Stroud). 

“That the law relating to machinery in mortgaged Mill premises 
and workshops is unfair to ordinary creditors, and requires amend- 
ment in the case of an owner (not an incorporated company) being 
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also the occupier thereof, inasmuch as the mortgagee of such pre- 
mises can claim all machines affixed even slightly to the premises, 
and thereby, in the event of a failure, exclude ordinary creditors 
from sharing in what frequently constitutes a large proportion of 
the assets, and that the Executive Council be requested to take 
such further steps as they may deem necessary to promote the 
required amendment of the law.” 
Carried unanimously. 


Standardisation (Walsall). 

“That this meeting of the Association of Chambers of Commerce 
of the United Kingdom, recognising the great commercial and 
economic value of standardisation, especially in Engineering 
Standards and the Physical Tests of Metals, desires to assure the 
Committee of the Technical Societies who are dealing with this 
question of their approval and strong support, and that a copy of 
this resolution be forwarded to the Committee.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Railway Rates (Manchester). 

“ Having regard to the numerous complaints which have been 
publicly made‘in ‘recent years of inequitable rates of transport 
charged by British railway companies on home and imported 
produce and manufactures respectively; having regard also to a 
statement of the President of the Board of Agriculture in the 
House of Commons on 22nd May last, with reference to a proposed 
enquiry on this subject, it is hereby resolved that a letter be 
addressed to the President of the Board of Trade earnestly request- 
ing that a Departmental Committee may be appointed to investi- 
gate such complaints, and to report as to the most effective method. 
of securing an equitable adjustment of the rates of transport on 
home and imported merchandise.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Railway Rates (London). 

“That in the opinion of this Association there should be in all 
cases a fair alternative rate at Owner’s risk, and that the differentia- 
tion between the two kinds of rates (i.e., at Owner's risk and 
Companies’ risk) should not be left wholly in the discretion of the 
Railway Companies, but should be authoritatively determined.” 

Carried. 

Railway Fares (Liverpool). 

“That in the opinion of this Association the advantages enjoyed 
under the arrangements of the Scotch Companies with one another 
and with the English Companies in regard to frequent and cheap 
passenger traffic with Commercial and Educational Centres in 
Scotland and England should be extended by the English and 
Irish Companies, in conjunction with the Scotch Companies, to 
travellers between all important places in the British Isles.” 

Carried. 
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Trustees’ Investment Powers (Liverpool). 

“That in view of the extension of the privileges of Trust Invest- 
ment to 192,000,0001. of Colonial Securities, the Government be 
again urged to introduce into Parliament in the present Session a 
Bill: providing for the Assimilation of existing Powers of Invest- 
ment, and for the extension of Trustees’ Powers to eligible British 
Securities not at present possessing such privileges.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Modern Languages (Leicester), 

‘That it is desirable that in Secondary Schools, aided by grants 
from the Board of Education, more encouragement should be given 
to the study of Modern Languages.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Canal Traffic Bill (Bristol). 

“That, having regard to the fact that this Association has 
repeatedly expressed the opinion that the improvement and 
development of the internal waterways of this country is of urgent 
importance, that, at the express request of the President of the 
Board of Trade, a Bill has been drafted and approved by this 
Association, having for its object the provision of better facilities 
for the acquiring and developing of canals by public bodies, and 
that the President of the Board of Trade raises no objection to the 
principle of the Bill, resolves :—That the Commercial Parliamentary 
Committee be requested to endeavour to induce His Majesty’s 
Government to make the proposed Canal Traffic Act a Government 
measure.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Foreign Shipowners’ Liability (Uardif). 

“ That the attention of His Majesty’s Government be called to 
the limited jurisdiction possessed by the English Courts of Law in 
connection with obtaining redress for injury or damage caused to 
British subjects or property owing to the carelessness of employees 
on foreign owned vessels when in British waters, and urging the 
necessity of taking immediate measures to amend the laws relating 
thereto.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Marine Insurance Bill (Edinburgh). 

‘ That this Association have learned with much regret that His 
Majesty’s Government had found it necessary to drop this Bill 
after it had passed through all its stages in the House of Lords 
and had reached the House of Commons, in consequence of the 
opposition offered by a member of the latter House, and considering 
that the Bill is one greatly desired by the commercial interests 
of this country, and for which they have had to wait so long, the 
Executive Council congratulate His Majesty’s Government for 
re-introducing it, and express the hope that they will endeavour 
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to get same passed with the least possible delay.” 
arried unanimously. 
Light Dues on Shipping (Cardif’). 

“ That this Association take the necessary steps to again call 
the attention of the Government to the necessity of abolishing 
Light Dues in accordance with the recommendation of the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons upon Steamship Subsidies 
which was recently published.” 

Carried. 

Trawl Fishing in the Moray Firth (Aberdeen). 

“That in the opinion of this Association the existing Fishery 
Regulation whereby the Moray Firth, Scotland, embracing a large 
area of productive fishing ground is closed against British Trawl 
vessels, whilst those of foreign countries are not, and cannot be 
excluded, unless by International Agreement, is inimical to the 
interests of the British Fishing Industry, without accomplishing 
any useful purpose, aud affords to foreigners an unfair opportunity 
and preference over British subjects ; and that in the interests of 
both England and Scotland the time has come for the removal of 
the unjust and oppressive restriction. That the Association there- 
fore memoriaslise His Majesty’s Government, urging that the 
existing restriction be removed.” 

Carried by a large majority. 

Lighthouse Communication (Dublin). 

“That this Association is of opinion that steps should be at once 
taken to connect all Lightships and Lighthouses with the shore, by 
means of telegraphy, telephones, or wireless telegraphs. That 
copies of this resolution be sent to the President of the Board of 
Trade and the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Pan-Anglican Cable Scheme (South of Scotland). 

“That this Meeting urges upon the Government the necessity 
for proceeding as rapidly as possible with its all round the world 
cable scheme (called the Pan-Anglican Cable Scheme) so happily 
inaugurated by the laying of the Pacific Cable, which has well 
begun the carrying out of the idea of the oneness of the Colonies 
and the Mother Country in the great British Empire.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Telegraphic Communication with the Continent (Liverpool). 

“That in view of the growing trade of this country with the 
Continent of Europe, and of the active competition for such trade 
which its merchants have to maintain with those of other countries, 
His Majesty’s Government be strongly urged to establish without 
any further delay, additional and improved cables between the 
United Kingdom and the Continent, and to arrange, in conjunction 
with Foreign Governments, for more direct wires between the 
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chief commercial centres of Great Britain and Europe, and for the 
more rapid delivery of telegrams in Continental Cities.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Anglo-French Telegrams (Paris, British Chamber). 

“That this Association continues to regret the renewal of the 
Angio-French Convention at the existing rate, and urges upon the 
Government the necessity of taking steps to reduce the rate to 1d. 
per word, in the interests of British Commerce with France.” 

Carried. 

Postage to the Continent (Bury). 

“That it is the opinion of this meeting of the Association of 
Chambers of Commerce that the time is now opportune for a 
reduction in the rates of letter postage with some Continental 
countries, so that the Commerce of this country shall no longer be 
at a disadvantage but shall be placed on equal terms with certain 
other Continental nations enjoying special privileges as regards 
letter postal rates.” 

Carried. 

Official Vocabulary for Code Telegrams (Leith). 

‘That this Association learns with regret of the enormous 
amount of labour which is being expended by the International 
Bureau of Telegraph Administrations at Berne in the preparation 
of an Official Vocabulary for Code Telegrams, being of opinion that 
such a Vocabulary will not fulfil the purpose it is intended to serve, 
and if made compulsory, as proposed, will prove injurious both to 
the users of Code Telegraphy and to the interests of the Telegraph 
Companies. 

“That the Executive Council be requested to present a Memorial 
to His Majesty's Government, urging them to instruct their 
Delegate to the forthcoming International Telegraph Conference to 
be held in London to oppose any Ordinance making the adoption 
of the Vocabulary compulsory.” 

Carried. 

Colonial Parcel Post (South of Scotland). 

“That this meeting cordially approves of the scheme put forward 
by the Postmaster-General for a uniform Parcel Post rate to all the 
Colonies and Dependencies of Great Britain, wherever situated :— 
not over 3lbs., 1s.; not over 7lbs., 2s.; not over 11lbs., 3s.—which 
rates have already been adopted to New Zealand, Hong Kong and 
Shanghai, and urges him to apply the same rates to every Colony, 
even although the Colony may not find themselves able or willing 
to reciprocate this rate.” 

Carried. 


Underground Telegraphs (Edinburgh). 

“That whereas the frequent interruptions in the telegraphic 
system of the country is a great disadvantage and loss to all classes 
and it is evident that no remedy is to be found for these periodical 
stoppages except the substitution of underground trunk lines for 
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the present overhead wires, this Association resolves that the 
Postmaster-General be again urged to proceed without further 
delay with the completion of the underground system between the 
main centres of commerce.” 

Carried. 

Halfpenny Post (Walsall). 

“That the present regulations regarding the Halfpenny Post are 
complicated and unsatisfactory, and should be replaced by asimple | 
regulation to the effect that matter not exceeding two ounces 
in weight, enclosed in a wrapper or an open envelope, or folded 
in such a manner so as to admit of ready inspection, whether such 
matter be written, printed or produced by any other mechanical 
process, be admissible by Halfpenny Post. And that the Executive 
Council be requested to urge this proposal upon the Postmaster- 
General, either by Deputation or Memorial, as may be deemed 
most expedient.” 

Rejected. 

Postage of Magazines to Canada (South of Scotland). 

“That in the opinion of this meeting it is desirable that the 
Postage upon Magazines, Newspapers and periodicals from Great 
Britain to Canada should be assimilated to the rates charged 
between the United States and Canada, and that the Postmaster- 
General be asked to carry this reform into effect.” 

Carried. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 306 of the 
“Journal” for the 12th February, relating to 
the proposed new Austro-Hungarian 
a SP soe Tariff, the Board of Trade have now received, 
through the Foreign Office, copy of a memo- 
randum on the subject by H.M. Commercial Attaché at Vienna. 

In forwarding this memorandum, Sir F. Plunkett draws attention 
to the fact that the draft of the new common Tariff (i.¢., the Tariff 
agreed upon by the Governments of Austria and Hungary) must 
still pass through the two Parliaments before becoming Law, and 
he states that it is impossible to foretell what alterations may be 
made, and how much time may still be required before the Tariff 
can be finally voted. 

The following are, according to Mr. Bennett’s memorandum, the 
more salient features of the proposed measure :— 

The Draft Tariff contains 51 classes and 658 tariff numbers, as 
compared with 49 classes and 357 numbers in the Tariff now in 
force, and, as the new tariff numbers have numerous sub-divisions, 
the number of single tariff rates has been practically trebled. 
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The general system of classification has been but little changed, 
the only innovation of importance being the establishment of a 
separate class for the products of the electric industry, such as 
electric machines, appliances, cables, &c. In the classes themselves, 
however, there is a tendency to change, articles having, in many 
cases, been transferred from the categories to which they at present 
belong to other categories. | 

As regards industrial products, classification has been largely 
based on the distinction between “ finest,” “ fine,” and “ ordinary ” 
merchandise, and this feature of the Tariff is especially noticeable 
in the textile group. 

The new Tariff specifies minimum rates of duty for all kinds of 
grain, and the Government in negotiating new commercial treaties 
is not to be empowered to reduce these. It is further proposed to 
increase the duty on rice (from 4 krs. 76 h. to 6 krs. per 100 kilogs.), 
as well as those on various other food stuffs. 

With regard to cotton yarns, the duties on the finer classes of 
these are proposed to be somewhat increased, the apparent intention 
being to protect the fine spinning industry. The duties on cotton 
goods, on the other hand, have not been appreciably increased, a 
distinguishing feature of the Tariff which applies also to all finished 
textile merchandise. 

The duties on linens have only been very slightly changed, and 
those on woollen and worsted yarns and manufactures do not 
exhibit any considerable increase. The increaze in the duties on 
silk goods is, however, more marked. 

Increased duties are also proposed on “ Articles de luxe,” ready- 
made clothing, and various paper goods, with the exception of wall 
papers. Higher duties are also proposed on leather boots, shoes, 
gloves, and bags and trenks, and the duty on cement is to be 
increased by about 50 per cent. 

With regard to the metals category, the duties on pig-iron and 
iron and steel blooms, ingots, and bars, remain unchanged, and 
_ practically the same may be said as regards sheet iron ; whilst the 
rates for tubing, small material for railways, files, nails, screws, 
chains, locks, cutlery, and cast-iron goods have been increased. 

The proposed new rates for machinery are generally higher than 
those now in force, the increase being especially marked in the 
case of electrical machinery and apparatus. 

Partial reductions are noticeable in the case of chemical 
auxiliaries, especially soda; whilst chemicals, &c., not specially 
enumerated in the Tariff, are to be dutiable at 15 per cent. ad 
valorem, up to a maximum of 120 krs. per 100 kilogs. a 

The only export duty now in force, viz., that on rags for the 
manufacture of paper, has been maintained. 

It may be added that a complete translation of the whole Tariff, 
with comparison of the existing and proposed new rates, is being 
prepared, and will be published shortly. 
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‘TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


With reference to the notices relating to the bonding of certain 
Bonding of articles liable to duty under the “‘ Finance Act, 
Certai arielen 1902,” which have appeared in previous issues 
Liable to Du of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” the Board of 
*Y. ‘Trade are now in receipt of a copy of a further 
General Order (No. 22/1903) recently issued by the Commissioners 
of H.M. Customs for the guidance of their officers in this matter. 
The following is the text of the Order :— 

“ With reference to General Order (No. 82/1902), communi- 
‘cating the authority of the Lords of the Treasury for the 
‘“‘ warehousing in bond of certain goods made dutiable by the 
“* Finance Act, 1902, officers concerned are informed for guidance 
“ that, on representations made by the Board, their Lordships have 
“‘ been pleased to sanction the addition of certain other articles, 
“ viz., farina, potato flour, and starch, to the list of those which may 
‘be warehoused in bond, the complete list now being as follows :— 

Arrowroot, 

“* Cassava powder and tapioca, 

“ Farina, 

** Mandioca, or tapioca flour, 

* Potato flour, 

* Rice, 

“ Sago, 

“ Sago-flour, 

“ Starch, 

“* Macaroni, vermicelli, and similar preparations of dutiable 

“ cereals ; and 

“ Quaker oats, rolled oats, and articles of a like character. 

“The Board’s directions are to be sought before goods claimed 
“ as falling within the category of ‘similar preparations of dutiable 
“ * cereals’ and ‘articles of a like character,’ as indicated in the 
“ list, are admitted to the privileges of bonding.” 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The following list of the “ Tariff Valuations ” for Customs purposes 
under the Import Tariff of British 
India is in continuation of the lists 


Classes of Goods imported 
into India. 
(continued.) 


published in the “Board of ‘Trade 
Journal ” of 26th February, 5th March 
and 12th March respectively :— 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 
BRITISH INDIA: VALUATION TARIFF—Continued. 


Schedule IV.—Import Tariff (continued). 
GENERAL DUTIES. 


Tariff 
No. Names of Articles. Per Valu- | Duty. 
ation 
OTHER ARTICLES. &c.—cuntd. R. a. 
46 | Manures of all kinds, including animal bones ae sus Free. 
47 | Oilcake, also bran, fodder, and cattle food of vs eg “ 


all kinds. 
48 | Oil-cloth and floor-cloth, including lincrusta, ee adval.| 5°, 
linoleum and tarpaulins. 
49 | Paints, colours, painters’ materials, and com- 
positions for application to leather, wood, 
and metals— 

Lead, red, dry ewt. 14 0 


white, dry 17 0 

Ochre, other io European, all colours .. ” 1 8 om 

Paints, composition .. ad val. 

» patent driers eee 15 0 

Turpentine ... imp. gal. 2 12 

Verdigris ove cwt. 70 0 

Vermilion, Canton ... eee ove | box of 90 | 110 0 
bundles, 

Zinc, white, dry cwt. 23 0 

All other sorts, including glue and ‘putty... ste ad val. pa 

50 | Paper, pasteboard, millboard, and cardboard of ane ” pa 


all kinds, including ruled or printed forms 
and account and manuscript books, labels, 
advertising circulars, sheet or card almanacks 
and calendars, Christmas, Kaster, and other 
cards, including cards in booklet form, 
including also waste paper and old news- 


papers for packing. 

Paper, articles made of paper and papier-maché eve ” a 
51 | Perfumery— 

Gowla, husked and unhusked ewt. 40 0 
Kapurkachri (zedoary)__... " 10 0 
Patch leaves (patchouli) ... ” 20 0 
Rose-flowers, dried ... 13 0 
Rose-water ... imp. gal. 2 0 
All other sorts, except perfumed spirit ibe ad val. a 


(8 rs. per imp. gall.) 
52 | Pitch, tar and dammer— 


Dammer oe cwt. 6 0 
Pitch, American and ‘European ” 7% 
Tar, American and Buropear ass ” 6 8 
53 | Plants and bulbs, living, also dried for herbaria ae sae Free. 
54 | Precious stones and pearls, unset (including 


the stones generically known as Cambay 
stones, such as agates, cornelians, and onyx). ee 
55 | Pulp of wood, straw, rags, paper, and other ae wes mm 


materials. 

56 | Printing and lithographic material, namely, 
presses, type, ink, brass rules, composing 
sticks, chases, imposing tables, and litho- : 
graphic stones, but not including paper. 
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BRITISH INDIA: VALUATION TARIFF—Continued. 
| Tariff 
No. Names of Articles. | Per Valu- | Duty. 
| ation. 
OTHER ARTICLES, &c.—contd. | R. a,! 
58 | Racks for the withering of tea ‘leat bed bes 


59 | Railway material for permanent-way and 
; rolling-stock, namely, cylinders, girders, and 

h other material for bridges, rails, sleepers, 

bearing and fish-plates, fish-bolts, chairs, 
spikes, crossings, sleeper fastenings, switches, 
interlocking apparatus, brake gear, couplings 
and springs, signals, turn-tables, weigh- 
bridges, engines, tenders, carriages, waggons, 
traversers, trollies, trucks, and component 

thereof; also the following articles 
when imported by or under the ordgrs of a 
railway company, namely, cranes; water|}> ... pea > 
cranes, water tanks, and standards, wire and 
other materials for fencing :— 

Provided that for the purpose of this exemption 
“railway ” means a line of railway subject to 
the provisions of the Indian Railways Act, 

s 1890, and includes a railway constructed in a 

Native State under the suzerainty of His 

Majesty, and also such tramways as the 

Governor-General in Council may, by noti- 

fication in the “Gazette of 


include therein ... oe J 
60 
Castor... ewt. 5, 
Cummin 15 0 
black 1é 0 
Methi .. ove ove ” 6 0 
Mustard, rape or sargson ” 7 8 
Quince bihidina ove ove 70 0 
Tilorjinjili ... ... ove eos 7 0 
All other sorts ose = ad val. 


61 | Shells and cowries— 
Chanks—large shells, for cameos... ...| hundred | 15 0 


3 » dead obs bbe 4 0 

Cowries, bazar, common... cwt. 3 8 

4 yellow, superior quality .. 5 0 

Mother-of-pearl, nacre... ove Free. 
Nakhla oes ewt. 65 0} 5%F, 

Tortoiseshell ... lb. 8 8 

nakh ” 4 8 ” 

All other sorts, including articles made of see ad val. ” 


shell, not otherwise described. 
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BRITISH INDIA: VALUATION TARIFF—Continued. 


Tariff 
No. Names of Articles. Per Valu- | Duty. 
ation. 
OTHER ARTICLES, &c.—contd. R. a 
62 | Ships and other vessels for inland and harbour oa eee Free, 
navigation, including steamers, steam- 
launches, boats and barges, imported entire 
or in sections, 
63 | Silk, and articles ‘ae of silk— 
Floss ... ove oes 6 8 
Sewing thread, China ae Ib. 9 0 Ke 
Raw silk—Chaharam, Cochin-China, and 412 
Yellow Shanghai. 
Other kinds of China. 6 4 
Waste and Kachra . oes 1 4 
Persian 5. 0 
Siam .. 110 
All other sorts, including cocoons.. ad val. 
65 Specimens ‘illustrative of Natural "Science, 
including also antique coins and medals. 
66 | Stationery, excluding paper (for which see ad val.| 5°, 
No. 50). 
67 | Stone and marble, and articles made of stone a % 
and marble. 
68 | Tallow and grease, including stearine... 
69 | Tea-chests of metal or wood, whether imported ove oe Free. 
entire or in sections, provided that the Cus- 
toms Collector is satisfied that they are im- 
ported for the purpose of the packing of tea 
for transport in bulk 
70 | Textile fabrics not otherwise described oe adval.| 5°, 
71 | Toilet requisites not otherwise described... 
72 | Toys, including toy-books, and requisites for 
all games. 
73 | Umbrellas, parasols, and sunshades of all kinds a ” ” 
74 | Walking sticks and sticks for umbrellas, para- 
sols, and sunshades of all kinds, mounted 
and unmounted, driving, riding, and other 
whips, fishing rods and lines. 
75 | Wood and timber (except fire-wood, which is . ” + 
free), and articles made of wood not other- 
wise described. 
76 | Wool, raw.. eee ee Free. 
articles made of, including felt adval.| 5°, 
77 | All other articles, manufactured or unmanu- ™ ‘i 


factured, not described in this Schedule. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, a copy 
iieatieead of Notification No. 7,935 of the 12th November, 
Spirits: 1902, issued under Section 155 of the Sea 

R P voi Customs Act 8 of 1878, respecting rules to be 

affectin observed for the importation of spirits rendered 
ng unfit for human consumption into the Ports of 

Importation Bombay and Karachi 

e present Notification which supersedes 
Notification No. 5,728 of the 7th September, 1898, provides that :— 

Whenever Spirit said to have been rendered effectually and 
permanently unfit for human consumption, for which the reduced 
rate of duty is claimed, (viz., 5 per cent. ad ralorem under Schedule 
III. (1) of the Indian Tariff Act of 1896) when imported into the 
port of Bombay or Karachi, the Collector of Customs at the said 
port shall send such number of samples of the spirit as he may 
deem necessary to the Chemical Analyser to Government for 
examination and report at the expense of the importer, provided 
that— 

(a) If the consignment contains casks of not less than 50 gallons 
each, the importer may demand that not less than one sample 
shall be sent from each such cask ; 

(b) If the consignment contains casks or drums of less than 
50 gallons each, the importer may, and shall, if so ordered by the 
Collector, pour the contents of two or more such casks at the 
Customs House into one or more casks of not less than 50 gallons 
capacity, and when this is done, the spirit shall be treated, for the 
purpose of testing and for the levy of expenses, as if originally 
imported in such larger casks. 

After considering the Chemical Analyser’s report and other cir- 
cumstances, if any, bearing on the case, the Collector will decide 
whether the claim is to be admitted or not. Should any one of 
the samples examined by the Chemical Analyser be reported by him 
as not rendered effectually and permanently unfit for human con- 
sumption, the claim in respect to the whole of the spirit repre- 
sented by the sample shall be rejected, and the spirit shall either 
be dealt with in all respects as spirits chargeable with the ordinary 
rate of duty, or if the importer so desire, be rendered effectually 
and permanently unfit for human consumption. 

The Collector shall ordinarily admit at the reduced rate of duty 
spirit which has been reported by the Chemical Analyser to be 
rendered unfit for human consumption by the admixture of one 
part by volume of crude wood naphtha, with nine parts by volume 
of spirit of a strength not less than 50 per cent. over London 
proof, and to which mixture has been added three-eighths per cent. 
of mineral naphtha of a specific gravity not less than 800. 
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Spirits in small quantities may also be admitted, in certain 
cases, at the reduced rate of duty, which has been methylated with 
wood naphtha only. 

The rules also prescribe the methods to be observed in rendering 
spirits unfit for human consumption under the supervision of 

officers of the Customs department, and lay down the rates payable 
to the @ollector for the expenses of analysis and other processes. 

A copy of the rules may be seen by persons interested on appli- 
cation to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m, (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


ST. LUCIA. 


With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Sementatien éf Journal” for lst May, 1902, the Board have now 
aan f received a copy of an Order-in-Council, dated 
Porto Rico, Lith February, 1903, rescinding the Order-in- 
Prohibition Council of 10th April, 1902, which, in view of 
Rescinded. the existence of glanders at Porto Rico, pro- 
vided for the prohibition of the importation of 

cattle into St. Lucia from that place. 


A copy of the Regulations made on 20th February, 1903, by the 
St. Lucia Quarantine Authority in accordance with the 

Quamentt provisions of the Quarantine Ordinance of 1895 
ee have also been received. 

Regulations. The present Quarantine Regulations may 
be seen by persons interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


EGYPT. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
Valuation Tariff of a memorandum by the Financial Adviser to 
no Senate the Egyptian Government on the subject of the 
.—- Valuation Tariffs adopted by the Egyptian 
Customs Authorities for the purpose of assessing Customs duties 
on goods imported into Egypt. 

It appears from this memorandum and other information that 
the method followed in drawing up these Tariffs is to take as a 
basis the prices ruling at the time in respect of the various articles 
to which they relate, unless there is a marked tendency upwards 
or downwards. The market being subject to fluctuations, the 
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EGYPT—continued. 


Tariffs are fixed only for stated periods, and always by agreement 
between the Egyptian Customs Administration and the principal 
merchants’ interested in the particular trade. The Tariffs may be 
denounced either by the merchants (or any one of them) or by the 
Customs Administration, not less than 15 days before the lapse of 
the period for which they were framed, but if not so denounced 
they are tacitly renewed from month to month. 

Import duties are levied on the valuations established by these 
Tariffs at the rate of 8 per cent. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” for the 2nd March, contains a 
Valuation for notice issued by the Direction-General of 
noni ion, Customs, to the effect that Rangoon rice will, 
Ditig from the lst March to the 31st August next, be 
valued for, Tariff purposes at 850 milliemes (17s. 5d.) per sack of 
two cwts. net. 


SPAIN. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a recent issue of the “Gaceta 
de Madrid” containing the text of a Royal 
Decree, which provides for the duty free 
Ss Sites admission into Spain of samples of wooden 
anes strips prepared for picture frames, provided 
' that such samples are separate pieces and do 

not measure more than 8 centimetres in length. 


Free Admission of 
Samples of Wood 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
a of the United States Tariff and Customs 
Sesleiein Regulations which have recently been issued 

‘ by the Treasury Department at Washington 

for the information of United States Customs officers and others:— 

Dill and parsley seeds.—Dill and parsley seeds, being found to 
be “seeds aromatic,” and destined for use chiefly as drugs, are 
therefore free of duty under paragraph 548 of the ‘Tariff. 

Fish, skinned and boned.—Fish, skinned and boned, are dutiable 
at the rate of 1} cents per pound under paragraph 261 of the Tariff, 
even though imported in packages of less than one-half barrel 
capacity. 

Edible apricot kernels—Edible apricot kernels, resembling the 
sweet almond in their taste, general characteristics, and use, are 
dutiable by similitude at the same rate as shelled almonds, viz., — 
6 cents per pound, under paragraph 269 of the Tariff. 
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Hematite ore.-—Hematite ore, even if used as a pigment or colour, 
being an iron ore, is dutiable under paragraph 121 of the Tariff, 
which covers iron ore without limitation or qualification, at the rate 
of 40 cents per ton. 

Coloured fabrics of single jute yarns.—Certain coloured fabrics 
known as monks’ cloth, woven double in warp and weft, from jute 
yarns not advanced beyond the condition of singles, when weighing 
not less than 6 ounces to the square yard, and not exceeding 
60 inches in width, are dutiable under paragraph 341 of the Tariff as 
“ plain woven fabrics of single jute yarns,’ 

Articles destined for presents. —Articles intended for distribution 
as presents, contained in the baggage of persons arriving in the 
United States, are not entitled to free entry under paragraph 697 
of the Tariff as “articles intended for other persons or for sale,” 
but are expressly excluded from that paragraph. 

- Sago-flour.— Sago-flour, being the crudest form in which sago is 
imported, and not being a preparation “ fit for use as starch,” 
within the meaning of paragraph 285 of the Tariff, is exempt from 
duty as “sago, crude,” under paragraph 652, and is not dutiable 
under the said paragraph 285, at 14 cents per pound, nor at 20 
per cent. ad valorem, as a non-enumerated manufactured article, 
under Section 6. 

Manifests—erroneous shipyments.—Merchandise shipped in error 
to a port in the United States is to be post-entered on the manifest 
and returned without export entry unless landed. 

Rotten pineapples.—Rotten pineapples that have become an 
unrecognisable mass.of decomposed vegetable matter, described as 
slush and of no commercial value, are not damaged goods within 
the meaning of Section 23 of the Tariff Act. Being totally 
destroyed, they are to be treated as merchandise not imported or 
landed, and an allowance should be made for the shortage in 
assessing duties on the cargo. 

Wire masks.—Articles made of wire cloth with the edges bound 
with metal and painted to resemble the human face are dutiable 
under the provisions of paragraph 137 of the Tariff. 

New sub-port of entry.—In virtue of a recent Act of the United 
States Congress, Portal, North Dakota, has been established as a 
new sub-port of entry, and the privileges of the first section of the 
Immediate Transportation Act have been extended thereto. 

Clay pipes, the bowls and stems for which are imported under 
the same invoice, separately packed, and upon the same steamer, 
are dutiable as pipes under paragraph 459 of the Tariff. Under this 
paragraph, pipes composed in chief value of clay are dutiable at 
50 cents per gross, and 25 per cent. ad valorem, while the provision 
for all other pipes covers only pipes which are not wholly or in 
chief value of clay. 


. 
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SALVADOR. 


According to a supplement to the Tariff of Salvador which has 
Tariff been issued by the International Tariffs Bureau, 
Modifications Ordinances have been published in Salvador 
* establishing the rates of duty to be levied on 

certain articles, as follows :— 

1. “ Floor wax,” not specially mentioned, is to pay 50 centavos 
per kilog. 

2. Fine, white, glazed paper, whether sized or not, in large 
sheets up to 75 by 100 cmm. unfolded and unruled, is to be 
dutiable at the rate of 10 centavos per kilog. 

3. Non-purified lubricating oil and grease for machines, imported 
in receptacles holding at least one gallon, will pay 4 centavos per 
kilog., and lubricating oil, clarified, purified or of better quality, 
for fine machines such as sewing machines, clockwork, &c., what- 
ever be the capacity of the receptacle, will be dutiable as hitherto, 
viz., at the rate of 8 centavos per kilog. 


COSTA RICA. 


The “ Monthly Bulletin of the Bureau of American Republics” for 
February states that the Costa Rican Govern- 


+ amnarned ment have issued a Decree, authorising the 
nine Ri omg exportation, via the Sapod Rivery of woods 
poa Miver, —_ grown in Costa Rica. In accordance with the 


provisions of this Decree, the Department of the Treasury, it is 
stated, are to establish a Customs station for the exportation of 
these woods at a point called Copalchi, and are to collect on the 
woods exported through that station a duty of 1 colon (1s. 6d.) per 
ton, in addition to the amount at present collected in favour of the 
hospitals at Punta Arenas and Libreria. 


JAPAN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 451 of the 
Sent af “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 26th February, 
hyp on relative to the opening of the Port of Mororan in 
Articles whic Japan, the Board of Trade have now received a 


may be Imported. copy of the United States “ Advance Sheets of 
Consular Reports,” for the 5th March, in which it is stated that a 
Japanese Imperial Ordinance has been issued, providing that, on 
and after the 1st February last, the following articles may be 
imported at the port in question :— 
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Sugar. 
Beverages and comestibles specified in Group II. of the Japanese 
Customs Tariff.* 
Rails and bolts, nuts, chairs, dog spikes and fish plates. 
Apparatus for agriculture and carpentering, and parts thereof. 
Ropes and cords of flax, hemp, jute, manila hemp, and China 
rass. 
: Printing paper. 
Oil paints. 
Oil and wax specified in Group 10 of the Customs Tariff.* 
Articles specitically exempted from duty in the Customs Tariff.* 


* For a complete statement of the Japanese Customs Tariff, see “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 19th ult., pp. 378-401. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


RUSSIA-—SIBERIA. 


It appears from the statement submitted at the 40th meeting of 
the Board of Directors of the Siberian Railway, 


Siberian 
Satins» held on the 15th January and reported in the 
way: Report, Messager Officiel,” that the main Siberian 
of Directors. 


railway is now completed except for the line 
circling Lake Baikal, which it is hoped to finish by the close of 
1904. The total cost of the Trans-Siberian railway (5,628 verstes), 
including the Baikal line, reckoning the funds allotted for acquiring 
rolling stock, amounted to 384,604,743 roubles. In addition, 
94,320,660 roubles have been allotted for replacing the rolling 
stock of the main line. 

The Eastern China railway having, with a branch to Port Arthur, 
a length of 2,337 verstes, connects the Siberian railway with the 
Port of Vladivostock. 

The Board have further allotted 10,321,028 roubles for various 
works connected with the construction of the railway, such as 
harbour works at Vladivostock, improvement of river navigation, dc. 

A sum of 30,646,582 roubles has been set apart for the colonisa- 
tion of the districts through which the railway passes, and numerous 
medical and ambulance stations have been provided. The number 
of immigrants who’ have received plots of land in Siberia since 
1893 is 611,494. To facilitate the acquisition of agricultural 
implements and good quality seeds 29 depdts have been 
established. 

Arrangements have been made for geological research for the 
purpose of ascertaining the mineral wealth of the country traversed 
by the railway, and these have already led to the discovery of oil 
in the neighbourhood of Soudjenka in Central Siberia, and near 
Tcheremkhovskoé in the province of Irkutsk. A special grant has 
been made for the encouragement of gold prospecting. 
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Lastly, the report states that an expenditure of 336,095 roubles 
has effected improvements in the navigation of Lake Baikal, and 
has resulted in the discovery, after investigation, that the rivers 
Yenisei and Obi are navigable for ocean steamers for a distance of 
1,500 verstes. 


NoTE.— Verste = °663 of a mile. 


GERMANY. 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Ambassador at Berlin forwarding a memo- 
randum by the Commercial Attaché to the 
Embassy relating to an official notice regarding 
the regulations for emigrant ships calling at 
— ports. This which was 

is €F8. on the 18th February last, provides an addition 
to Section 4 of the German regulations respecting emigrant vessels 
dated 14th March, 1898, and is worded as follows :— 

“The Imperial Chancellor is empowered to partly or entirely 
exempt from the operation of Section 2 as to the yearly examina- 
tion of boilers, such foreign vessels as belong to countries in which 
laws exist with sufficiently strict regulations concerning boilers.” 


Emigrant vessels 
in German Ports : 
Exemption from 


A memorandum, drawn up by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. 
F . Embassy at Berlin, has been received at the 
—_— Foreign Office, stating that the “Central Biatt” 
Stew Gestens of 27th February contains a new Order con- 
k ait cerning the Customs Regulations for the Kaiser 
aimee a Wilhelm Canal, which is to supersede the 
former regulations, dated 27th June, 1895. 

A copy of the new regulations, together with a translation of 
the chief provisions, may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


FRANCE: ALGERIA. 

According to the official figures of the French Ministry of Public 
Railwa Works, published in the “ Journal Officiel” of 
sacra 12th March, the length of railways (excluding 

Statistics for . 
1902 light railways) open to traffic in France on the 
7 3lst December, 1901, was 38,504 kilometres 
(23,911 miles). The length of line opened during the year 1902, 
was 623 kilometres (387 miles), making a total length of 39,127 
kilometres (24,298 miles) open to traffic on the 3lst December, 

1902. 

With regard to Algeria the length of line open to traffic at the 
end of 1992, was the same as the previous year, viz., 3,051 
kilometres (1,895 miles). This total does not include the lines 
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conceded to the Bone-Guelma Company on Tunisian territory 
(628 kilometres), but includes 28 kilorketres of line utilised for 
industrial purposes. 


FRANCE—CANADA. 


According to the D> sea Officiel du Commerce” of the 5th 
‘ arch, a direct steamship service between the 
ge port of La Rochelle—Pallice and Canada will 
La Rochelle— be established by the Navigation Company, 
Pallice and “ Finska-Lloyd,” starting in April next. 
Departures will take pl regularl h 
Canad p a place regularly eac 
month, during the summer, for Quebec and 
Montreal, subsequent notice being given with regard to the dates 
of departure and the ports of call during the winter. 
The service will be inaugurated by two new steamers, ‘‘ Hektos ” 
and “ Hesperus,” having a speed of 10 to 12 knots. 
The agents of the line are “ La Société des Affréteurs Réunis,” 
40, Rue de Paradis, Paris, and MM. L. Carnaud et Nordlinh, 
La Pallice. 


PERSIA. 


In a circular issued last month by the concessionaires (Messrs 
Lynch Brothers), it is stated that rates of freight 


i sal by the ocean steamers to Mohammerah are the 
Sites Read same as to Bushire, and the freight from 


Mohammerah to Ahwaz is 13s, 6d. per ton on 
general cargo; further that the distance to Isfahan from Ahwaz is 
270 miles, the journey occupying about 15 days, against 530 miles 
from Bushire, whence the journey (via Shiraz) occupies about 30 
days. From Ahwaz there is a well-beaten track as far as Kim, 
and from Kiam a carriage road to Teheran. Cost of land transport 
cannot be arranged on this side owing to the rates varying so much 
according to season. It is stated, however, that when freight from 
Bushire to Isfahan costs 101. per ton, the charges from Mohammerah, 
including river freight, would not exceed 8/. Insurance can be 
effected through from London to Isfahan or Teheran. 

The following hints are given as to the weight and dimensions 
of packages, viz. :— 

“As on all the caravan routes of Persia the weight and 
“dimensions of packages are a most important factor, goods 
“run the risk of being delayed should their bulk be excessive. 
“ This is a matter not likely to be lost sight of by yourself, but our 
“ experience is that shippers from Europe frequently transgress in 
“ over-estimating the carrying capacity of mules and camels ; hence 
“ extra expense and delay. or mule transport no package or case 
“ should exceed 1} cwt., or say 75 kilogs. Long shaped cases are 
“ preferred.. They may be 3 ft. (m. 0°90), even 34 ft. (m. 1°05) in 
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“length, but should not exceed 2 ft. by 14 ft. (m. 0°60 by m. 0°46) 
“in breadth and depth. ,Square cases are awkward to handle. 

** For camel transport cases should not exceed 3} ft. by 24 ft. by 
“ 2 ft. (m. 1:05 by m. 0°75 by m. 0°60). If very urgent the length 
“can be increased to 4 ft. (m. 1:20), or the 23 ft. measurement 
“* (m. 0°75) increased to 3 ft. (m. 0°90); but there should always 
“be one measurement of 2 ft. (m. 060). The weight should be 
“about 2 cwt. (kilos. 100), in no case over 2$ cwt. (kilos. 120). 
“* We cannot, however, always count on securing camel transport.” 


MEXICO. 
A despatch, dated 20th February, has been received at the Foreign 
Contract for the Office from H.M. Consul at Mexico City 
Establishment of "Porting that a contract has been made between 
tee Mieatinn the Mexican Government and the China Steam- 
ship Company, Limited, to provide for the 

a Hone-K establishment of a steamship service between 
eee nee Hong-Kong and other ports in China and Japan 
and the port of Manzanillo, State of Colima, with the option of 
calling at Mazatlan. The contract, as shown in the “ Diario 
Oficial,” is for five years from the 17th February, and it grants the 
company several privileges such as the exemption from certain 
taxes, permission to load and discharge cargo at any time of the 
day and night. 

At least: eleven trips per annum are to be made, and if the 
company can arrange for more, greater exemption from taxes will 
be allowed. 

The object of the line will be the introduction of Chinese coolie 
labour for which there is apparently a growing demand. 


CHINA. 
With reference to the article which appeared on pp. 402-3 of the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 28th August, 
peeelne at 1902, respecting a report on the Han + i 
eiten of the Hankow to Anlu—the Board of Trade have 
Upper Yangtee. received through the Admiralty copies of (1) a 

Ppe report on the navigation of the Han Kiang 
(Yangtse) by Lieutenant and Commander W. R. Dalgety, R.N., of 
H.M.S. “Teal,” and (2) a report by Lieutenant and Commander 
R. E. Chilcott, K.N., of H.M.S. “ Woodlark ” on the navigability of 
tributaries of the Upper Yangtse from Chung King to Ho Chau 
on the Kialing Kiang, and from Ho Chau to Ngan Dhu Shien on 
the Fu Kiang, with additional notes on the possibilities of navi- 
gating the upper waters of these tributaries. 

These reports may be seen by persons interested on application 
to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 
The Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for 
AM Treland is exhibiting in the North Gallery of 
the Imperial Institute the extensive collection 
iearak thy | of Irish minerals and building stones which 
Imperial Insti- formed one of their sections at the recent exhi- 
ihe bition in Cork. The minerals include coal, 
, iron ores (oxides), bog iron ore, umber, bauxite, 
lead ore (galena, sulphide of lead), zinc ore, copper ores, gypsum, 
steatite, barytes, salt, amethysts, and sands, and attention is 
specially called to the building stones, particularly marble, which 
can be obtained from Ireland of every colour, ranging from Galway 
black to a bright green. The exhibit also contains pottery manu- 
factured from Irish clays. Various specimens of glass ware made 
from the Muckish sand in the Department’s furnace at Cork, and 
feather-weight Belleek china from Fermanagh. Mr. E. St. Juhn 
Lyburn, the mineral expert of the Department, is to remain in 
charge of the exhibit, which has been got together largely under 
his supervision, during the time it is to remain open. The exhi- 
bition will be open daily, except Sunday, from 11 to 5 until the 
middle of April. 


AUSTRALIA. 
The Board of Trade have a from ne office of the Agent- 
. General for Queensland a communication 
p shar stating that the gold returns of that State for 
February, 1903 the month of February last were as follows, 
Ty; ‘the figures for February, 1902, being added for 
purposes of comparison :— 


aod February, 1902. | February, 1903. 


Total yield 60,800 ounces 71,000 ounces 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

The Board of Trade have received a copy of a monthly return 
issued by » Indian Government, showing the 
” uantity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 
Ret and the eight months ending November, in 
; each province of British India, and in Berar 

and the Native States. 


Cotton Spinning 


B 


598 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Mar. 19, 1903, 


Yarns and Teatiles. 


The following summarised statement, extracted from the above 
return, gives particulars for the eight months ended 30th November, 
1900, 1901, and 1902 :— 


Eight Months ended 30th November. 


1900. | 1901. | — 1902, 
BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND Narivs | 
STATES, 
Cotton yarn spun ...... Lbs. | 204,703,310 | 381,504,727 | 384,408,526 
Cotton woven goods produced : 

52,079,415 | 65,820,201 | 65,258,955 
Grey goods =... Yards 213,866,115 | 278,394546 | 265,397,969 
White and coloured goods. Lbs. 11,100,083 | 13,298,991 | 15,599,109 
» | 268,951 331,075 307,612 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 14th March, last, 
were as follow :— 
Wheat ... ove 1d. 
Barley ... 228, 10d. 
For further particulars see p. 603. 


Statements are published on pp. 604-5, showing the quantities of 
Agri- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 
Produce. weeks ended the 7th and 14th March last, as 

well as of the imports during the corresponding weeks of 1902. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

With reference to the notice on p. 502 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
, Journal” of 5th March, the Board of Trade 
a have received, from the Commissioner of Agri- 
‘ culture for the West Indies, a copy of a 
pamphlet containing a summary of the results of experiments with 
cotton growing now being carried on in those islands, together 
with other information that may be usefully consulted by those 

desirous of embarking in the industry. 
A few of the points noted in the pamphlet in favour of re- 
establishing a cotton industry in the West Indies may be 
mentioned. There are large stretches of cleared land formerly 
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under cultivation in sugar cane well adapted for the cultivation 
of cotton. The soil ant climate have long ago been proved to 
be favourable, and the present labour supply especially in such 
islands as Barbados, Montserrat, Antigua, and St. Kitts is likely 
to be equal to the demand, and available at a lower cost than 
anywhere in the United States. 

The variety of cotton suitable for cultivation in the West Indies 
is the “Sea Island” cotton. ‘This is a special kind almost 
identical with Egyptian cotton, and usually commands the highest 
price. 

It is also in favour of a cotton industry that expensive machinery 
and buildings are not required, and that the crop would be grown 
and exported within a period of about six to eight months from 
the time of planting. It is probable that acentral ginning factory 
costing a few hundred pounds would be capable of dealing with 
the crop produced on a comparatively large area. 

The Imperial Department of Agriculture has in hand a pamphlet 
containing hints and suggestions for cotton planting in the West 
Indies. This it is hoped will be shortly issued. : 

In addition, the Department is prepared to obtain the best 
varieties of Sea Island cotton, and to supply it in quantities to 
suit the requirements of the planters at cost price. 


GERMANY. 

According to statistics published in the “ Reichsanzeiger,” the 

—— of raw sugar produced in Germany 
Sugar Production. during the period from Ist August to 28th 

February last, being the first seven months 
of the 1902-3 sugar campaign, was 1,470,235 metric tons as 
compared with 1,977,828 tons produced during the correspondin 
period of the previous sugar campaign. ‘The quantity of refin 
sugar produced increased from 831,611 metric tons during 
the period, August to February, 1902, to 860,277 metric tons 
during the period, August to February, 1903. The total sugar 
output in Germany during the period from lst August, 1902 to 
28th February, 1903, reduced to terms of raw sugar, amounted to 


1,662,671 metric tons. 
NoTE.— Metric ton = 2,204 lbs, avoirdupois. 


FRANCE. 
H.M. Consul-General at Havre reports that the average moana of 
. cider produced in France during the years from 
1892-1901 was 388,168,000 gallons a year. 
* The cider produced in 1902 only amounted to 
202,731,000 gallons, or a little more than half the average 
production. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,939.) . 
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ITALY. 

From official figures published in the February number of the 
. - * Rolletino Ufficiale,” the organ of the Italian 
Ministry of Agriculture, and Com- 
7 ? merce, it appears that the wine production of 
Italy during last season amounted to 41,060,000 hectolitres, which 
is slightly below the average. Compared with 1901, the diminution 
amounts to 3,140,000 hectolitres, but, on the other hand. there is 
an increase of 6,230,000 hectolitres compared with the yield in 1900. 
The following table shows the distribution of the yield, giving 
the area cultivated and the amount produced with comparative 

figures for 1901 :— . 


aden Yield. 
istric 
Cultivated. 1901. 1902. 
Hectares. Hectolitres. Hectolitres, 

Piedmont... 288,000 6,731,000 5,370,000 
Lombardy ... a bes ed 223,000 2,250,000 1,875,000 
Venetia ate 553,000 3,000,000 2,150,000 
Liguria bin 40,000 420,000 370,000 
Emilia 732,000 4,950,000 3,360,000 
Marches and Umbria bok ae 482,000 4,500,000 3,945.000 
Tuscany wie 490,000 4,983,000 4,075,000 
Latium 106,000 1,150,000 1,600,000 
Southern Adriatic ... a sol 428,000 7,200,000 9,300,000 
Southern Mediterranean ... Sy 311,000 8,500,000 4,290,000 
Sicily... 183,000 4,155,000 3,090,000 
Sardinia 82,000 1,950,000 1,615,000 

Total... veh ...| 3,917,000 | 44,180,000 41,040,000 


Hectare = 2°47 acres. Hectolitre = 22 Imperial gallons. 

It will be seen that the highest average yields per hectare were 
in Sardinia (22°56), in Sicily (22°08), in the Southern Adriatic 
(19°81), and in Piedmont (18°75). The lowest were in Emilia 
(5°08), and Venetia (4°38). 


ARGENTINA. 
‘In a despatch recently received at the Foreign Office from the 
. Secretary to H.M. Legation at Buenos Aires, it 
is stated that a new that will probably 
Sena. Benches. © be started on a large scale in Argentina within 
‘a short time is that of the export of fresh 
peaches to England. An experimental parcel of fresh peaches 
from the Argentine recently sold in London at 10s.a dozen. 
The grower of these peaches states that.he has this season produced 
over 100 tons of this variety (“Madeleine de Camzon ”), say 60,000 
dozens, of which, perhaps 25 per cent., would be good enough to 
export. The report states, however, that provision will first have 
to — for refrigerating chambers at the ports of departure and 
arrival. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 12th March, 1903, 

Cotton Statistics. was 123,455 and the number imported during 
the eleven weeks ended the 12th March, 1903, 

was 1,248,811. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week 

ended the 12th March, 1903, 5,393 bales, and for the eleven 

weeks, 107,151. 

For further details see p. 603. 


The total number of receiving orders gazetted in England and 

Redtviente Wales during the month of February last was 

ee, ran as compared with 361 during February, 
For detailed particulars see pp. 606-7. 


A report published in the “Labour Gazette” of the 16th March, 
State of the based on 3,129 returns, viz.: 2,031 from 
Employers, or their Associations, 1,063 from 
Feb 1903." Workmen and Trade Unions, and 35 from 
other sources, states that the general state 
of employment in February was slightly better than in January, 
but continues rather worse than a year ago. 

In the 225 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
549,843, making returns, 26,471 (or 4°8 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of February, as compared with 5:1 per 
cent. in January, and 43 per cent. in the 217 unions, with a 
membership of 559,116, from which returns were received for 
February, 1902. The mean percentage of unemployed returned 
at the end of February during the past decade was 4°9. 

* For principal contents of the “ Labour Gazette,” see p. 608. 


ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


Referring to the notice on p. 178 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” 

. of 22nd January last, respecting an Ordinance 

or ww for the naturalisation of aliens residing in the 

Ordi Transvaal, it may be noted that the ‘‘ Govern- 

- ment Gazette” of the Orange River Colony, 

dated 18th February, contains the text of an Ordinance (No. 1 of 

a providing for the naturalisation of aliens residing in that 

olony. 

The “Gazette” containing this Ordinance may be seen by 

moat interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 

d of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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Miscellaneous. 


FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 
The French “ Journal Officiel ” of 12th March contains the text of 
, a Presidential Decree regulating, in the Colony 
of Madagascar and the manu- 
of Alcohol for facture of alcohol destined for denaturation, and 
Sedenteied the denaturation of alcohol intended for industrial 
Purposes, &c.  PUTPoses, as well as the distribution and sale of 

d products derived therefrom. 

By Article 1, alcohols manufactured in the Colony, denatured 
under the conditions laid down in the Decree, are exempt, as 
regards the pure alcohol they contain, from the consumption tax 
specified by the Decree of 22nd February, 1900. 

Article 9 states that substances used in tne process of denatura- 
tion will be supplied by the Administration of the Colony only to 
persons authorised to engage in this business. The manufacture 
of such substances is prohibited throughout the Colony and its 
Dependencies, and their importation, other than on account of the 
local Administration, as well as their sale are also prohibited. 

‘The full text of the Decree (in the original) may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., aay day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 

Derby.—The annual meeting of the Derby Chamber of Commerce 
was held on the 11th March, Mr. R. Hudson, J.P. (President) 
occupying the chair. 

The annual report was discussed and adopted. Mr. Jobson, in 
seconding the adoption, referred to the importance of the establish- 
ment of a decimal system of weights and measures throughout this 
country and the whole empire. 

On the proposal of the chairman, it was unanimously agreed to 
petition Parliament in favour of Sir A. Rollitt’s Bill, which 
proposes to extend the ordinary jurisdiction of County Courts from 
sums of 501. to 1001. 

Oldham.—The monthly meeting of the Council of the Oldham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 16th March, Mr. J. E. 
Newton occupying the chair. 

A letter was read from the Manchester Chamber of Commerce 
relative to and supporting a suggested Anglo-French Permanent 
Arbitration Treaty. Mr. Newton, after pointing to evidences of 
mutual goodwill between the sober, responsible people of both 
England and France, and the excellent results that had come from 
the meeting of Chambers of Commerce in Paris, said that every- 
thing possible ought to be done to promote good feeling between 
the two countries. 

It was resolved to write to Lord Lansdowne to the effect that the 
Chamber approve of the suggested treaty and hoped that it might 
be brought about. 


‘ 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 11 Weeks ended 12th March, 1903. 


Week ended | 11 Weeks || week endea| 11 weeks 
ended ended 
—_—— 12th Mar., 12th Mar., 
1903 12th Mar., 1903 12th Mar., 
1903, 1903. 
IMPORTS. EXPoRTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American... -102,826 2,243 50,259 
Brazilian ose 9,519 55,431 1,069 9,566 
East Indian ... bce aoe 2,054 14,769 199 5,660 
Egyptian 7,541 159,104 1,841 39,579 
Miscellaneous a BS 1,515 7,465 41 2,087 
Total ... 123,455 | 1,248,811 5,393 107,151 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 14th March, 1903, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price, 


Wheat, | Barley. Oats. 


Week ended 14th March,1903 ... 
Corresponding week in— 


1897 ... eee 27 11 22 8 146 2 
1898 ... aes eee eee 35 6 28 17 10 
1899 ... «| 25 10 2 «3 16 10 
1900 ... eee 25 10 24 «6 16 11 
1902 ... tee tee 26 «6 20 6 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty lm 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 


| 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 


7th March, 1903, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
7th Mar., ing week 
1903. in 1902. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... oes Number. 7,716 6,121 
meat :— 
Beef... eee eee Cwts. 73,125 65,859 
Mutton... oes ose 73,502 60,081 
or preserv meat :— 
— eve ” 21 "550 —_ 
ooo 3. 7346 OL 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. ; 14,367 14,808 
otherwise thanbysalting 11,725 12,415 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter eco one Owts. 75,437 57,913 
16,364 34,631 
fresh, ‘in cansor drums... ... 480 452 
» condensed ... on 14,968 16,671 
ater kinds 5 
Eggs Grt, Hundr, 450,112 224,289 
Poultry os Value £ 88,980 725 
Rabbits, tinned)... Cwts, 3,043 4160 
oo ” 34,394 82,164 
grain m and 
Wheat Cwts, 1,691,274 | 1,340,200 
Whest-meal andfiour 819,151 196,400 
Barley ... 302,054 498,400 
Oats 20,278 138,100 
Peas 27,086 36,700 
Beans ove ” 44,678 5,100 
or Indian corn. 549,808 709,400 
it, Taw :— 
Apples ae Cwts. 106,414 39,268 
Apricots and peaches 25 12 
anas Bunches. 78,072 53,687 
” om — 
Grapes... ove 244 331 
Unenumerated . 47 431 
wos Tons, 8,959 6,359 
Onions... ooo on ose Bushels, 121,760 121,015 
Potatoes ...  ... ose Cwts, 60,315 
Value £ 12,338 18,759 
by canning ... 1,71u 2,030 


i 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom—(cont.). 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural : 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 


14th March, 1903, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
14th March, | ing week 
903, in 1902. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and Number 6,529 8,796 
Sheep and on 4,720 6,501 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef ove eee ove Cwts. 82,181 70,215 
Pork ” 17,424 12,555 
Salted or preserved meat :— j 
Beef... eee 3,731 1,6 
Hams 13,551 84,965 
Pork one 2,921 6,923 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or ‘fresh | ae 16,714 15,855 
Meat. spreserved,otherwise than by salting pet 10,820 13,498 
Dairy produce and 
Butter Cwts. 80,790 70,737 
Margarine ... oo 20,596 24,582 
Cheese... 22,782 25,897 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums . . ” 55 384 
» condense . 23,418 18,151 
ra preserved, other kinds 113 22 
Gert. Hunar. 440,563 406,897 
Poultry and game a see ees Value £ 39,617 14,916 
— (not tinned) Cwts. 4,975 4,928 
Lard 17,110 52,104 
Om grain, meal and flour :— 
eat — a Cwts, 2,008,962 1,382,100 
Wheat-meai ‘and flour 310,692 457,900 
Maize orIndiancorn 600,446 940,800 
) Fruit, raw :— 
Apples... ese ose Cwts. 76,716 29,348 
Apricots and peaches oop ove ” 30 ll 
Bananas ... Bunches | 28,093 80,360 
Currants oe ” 
Gonseberries eco eco eee ” - 
Grapes ove én ” 356 206 
Lemons... ” 8,455 12,576 
Oranges . ” 193,369 242,784 
Pears ove ” 171 
Plums eve ” 101 20 
Unenumerated . 1,288 1,677 
Straw ” 579 1,703 
Hops .. oe Cwts. 1,825 583 
Locust: beans... ” 28,340 26,350 
Vegetables, raw :— 
ate Bushels 112,646 104,415 
Potatoes ... eve eee Cwts, 42/289 40,541 
Value £ 8,628 15,126 
Vegetables, dried Cwts. 961 8,450 i 
reserved by canning ... ase 8,535 2,376 i 
q 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 


Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and 


Occupations. 
| 
1903, 1902. 1903. 1902. 
: No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted ooo 859 361 708 710 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 

tions :— 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c.... .  «.| 16 29 41 55 
Decorators, painters, plumbers,éc. ... 12 15 21 25 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c. ... 10 12 20 21 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c, oso oa 1 18 13 
6 18 “10 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers ...) 8 6 17 13 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... 6 3 12 6 
Fishmongers, poulterers, ce. ... 4 10 
Agents, commission and general 3 10 9 
Auctioneers 2 8 8 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 

38 1 8 6 
Lodging-house keepers... 4 3 8 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, silversmiths, 

&c. o 4 6 7 13 
Carpenters and joiners... 4 6 7 7 
Furniture dealersand makers ... 5 7 7 
Printers, booksellers, and publishers ... «.. 2 3 7 7 
3 5 6 7 
Clothiers, outfitters, ic. ... 6 d 6 5 
Clerks, commercial and general... ... «.. 2 1 6 a 
Saddlersand harness makers 2 1 6 
Provision merchants, &C, ... ss. exe 8 3 6 3 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 


February. am 
1903. | 1902. | 1903. | 1902. f 
No. No. No, No. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 

tions—continued : 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. a 4 2 6 2 
Hairdressers... 2 1 6 2 
Milliners, dressmakers, 1 6 1 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hauliers___... 4 5 5 7 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers aus aw 4 _ 5 4 
Directors and promoters of public companies ... 2 2 5 4 
Gardeners, florists, &c, 2 5 4 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers) 1 3 5 4 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors eco ate 2 1 5 1 
Merchants, general... 5 4 6 
Carriage, &c., builders ... 2 4 5 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ...) 2 _ 4 3 
Generaldeslers 3 8 3 il 
Ironmongers | 2 3 3 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... ...| 3 3 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c,, dealers ...| 2 ms 3 1 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers alt i 2 2 5 
Travellers, commercial ... oe 3 2 5 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses ... 1 2 
Timber merchants and wood dealers .,.  ...| 2 1 2 3 
Millers 1 2 3 
Brokers, stock andshare ... 2 2 3 
Contractors 1 1 2 2 
1 2 2 2 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c.... «| 2 2 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 2 
Engineers and founders,&c,. 3 1 
Architects and surveyors 3 1 4 
Hoosiers, glovers, &c, | 2 1 4 
Cattle and pigdealers 2 1 3 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, dc, 1 1 3 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c, ... 1 — 1 = 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers — 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of February, 1908, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 1s.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
' Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade ot the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 17th 
March :—State of the Labour Market in February; Fatal Acci- 
dents to Workpeople in 1902 ; Agricultural Holdings in Scotland 
from August to December, 1902; The Price of Bread, Wheat and 
Flour; Recent Progress in Co-operation ; Recent Cases under the 
Conciliation Act; Legal Cases affecting Labour, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in a Consular Report of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2942. New Orleans and District, 1902. 


Decrease in exports, due to larger entries of coffee and 
smaller shipments of grain. of manufactured goods from 
Increase in imports due to Europe. 
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Government Publications. 


Opportunities for trade in 
tea, drugs, hosiery and fire- 
bricks, if commercial travellers 
are sent out to push the goods. 

Improved shipping facilities 
at Gulf Port and Biloxi. 

Report of the cotton trade 


Return of shipping by 
countries. 

Tables showing total imports 
and exports, exports of corn, 
wheat and flour, and the total 
value of domestic products ex- 


ported to various countries. 


and industry of New Orleans. 
The publication also contains reports by the British Vice- 
Consuls at Pensacola, Mobile and Jacksonville. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

Reports from the following British Colonies have been issued 
by the Coionial Office since the last number of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal,” viz. :— 

_ No. 381, Southern Nigeria. 
No. 382. Trinidad and Tobago. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


The Journal of the Board of Agriculture. 


This publication contains information as to the position of 
agriculture at home and abroad, crop prospects in foreign countries, 
and further particulars obtained from foreign and colonial reports, 
‘Diplomatic and Consular Despatches, and other sources of 
intelligence accessible to the department ; together with notes on 
dairying, fruit farming, poultry rearing, and other rural industries. 
Short descriptions of noxious insects and fungi, with appropriate 
remedies ; information relating to wild birds useful to agriculture ; 
statements of the quantities and values of agricultural produce 
imported and exported ; and records of the current prices of grain, 
meat, dairy products, fruit, and vegetables, are given in each 
number. 
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1903, 


Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 


which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 


1st January, 1903, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 


East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price|| No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— AMERICA, NORTH— 
Denmark : United States of America: 
2934 | Denmark (Supplemen- 2942 | New Orleans ... _...1902| 24d. 
tary) ... one pas 1d. || 587 | Coal Industry of the United 
States in 1901... 2d, 
France: 
2941 | French Guinea 1901) 3d. Mexico: 
2939 | Havre (Agriculture) ...1902) 4d. || 2925 | Mexico... seo .-1901) 24d. 
Italy: 
2930 | Finances of Italy _...1902| 14d AMERICA, SOUTH— 
2083 |Italy ... ... 3d. Argentina: 
2936 | Naples ... oop .-.1902| 14d.|| 2940 | Argentine finances 1901-02) 14d. 
2935 | Venice ... « 1901-02) 14d. 
Brazil : 
Spain: 2938 | Brazil ... First half of 1902] 3d. 
2924 | Bilbao ... 24d.) 2928 | Rio de Janeiro 13d. 
Turkey: 
2932 | Crete ... 6 +1901) 1d. WEST INDIES— 
2926 | Eastern Coast of the 2927 | Hayti ... eos +1901} 1d. 
Red Sea 1899-1901} 2d. 
ASIA— 
AFRICA— Siam 
2931 | Alexandria !... 1901 and part 2929 | Chiengmai +1901) 1d, 
of 1902) 1d. 
588 | Exotic Plants of Economic 
Interest in the Botanic PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
Gardens at  Entebdte, 2937 | Samoa ... -..1902| 1d. 
Uganda ... coe] 


- 
‘ 
> 
. 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1903, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :—= 


No. | 


Price. 


EUROPE— 


Belginm 
Convention between the United Kingdom and Belgium 


regulating between thet two 
countries... ove 


France: 
Convention between the United Kingdom and France for 


the exchange of insured _ uninsured — on 
France and Gibraltar ... 


ASIA— 


Corea : 
Accession of Corea to the Geneva Convention of 1864 for the 
the field .. 


amelioration of of the in in 


1d, 


hd. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 


1st January, 1903, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.0.:— | 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
377 Northern Nigeria eee eee eee eee 24d. +) 
378 | British Guiana we | 
380 Basutoland ... és 
381 Southern 23d. 7 
882 | Trinidad an Tobago . ove ove ose 14d} 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart- 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and @ 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 9 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to 
it, whether written or verbal. 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The “ Intelligence Branch ” endeavours, 
on application being made to it either saaalie or by letter, to supply 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs: Excise and 
“Consumption ”’ Duties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers: 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender: 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged in 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of the present year, the work formerly 

carried on by the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute 
is now conducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade. The question of transferring the headquarters of this Branch 
from Westminster to the City is receiving the attention of the Board of 
Trade, and meanwhile verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch 
through the Temporary Enquiry Office which has been opened in the City 
Branch of the Imperial Institute at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 

scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superiatendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 


specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample _ q 


room at the City Branch. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which ‘intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch und 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weeklv at the price of 1d. In future periodical 
supplements to the “ Board of Trade Journai” will be issued, containing 
information and reports bearing on the work carried out in the Imperial 
Institute at South Kensington. 

CommerciaL DerarTMENT, Boarp oF TRADE. 

January, 1903. 
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